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is beSt revealed is that in which she urges Juliet to
marry Paris.   Her worldly wisdom speaks thus :
Faith, here it is,
Romeo is banish'd, and all the world to nothing,
That he dares ne'er come back to challenge you;
Or, if he do, it needs muSt be by Stealth.
Then, since the case so Stands as now it doth
I think it beSt you married with the county.
O, he 's a lovely gentleman!
Romeo 's a dishclout to him: an eagle, madam,
Hath not so green, so quick, so fair an eye
As Paris hath.   Beshrew my very heart,
I think you are happy in this second match,
For it excels your firSl: or if it did not,
Your first is dead, or 'twere as good he were
As living here and you no use of him.
This speech shows very clearly her lack of genuine
sympathy with her foSter-child and the essential
shallowness and baseness of her own character,
although she is not an unkindly old woman. It is
this same shallowness which produces her burst of
foolish and noisy grief when Juliet seems dead. Both
these scenes are difficult, for the a&or must be careful
not to alienate the audience too much in the firSl, nor
may he allow himself to be funny at the expense of
his fellow-aftors in the second. It should be noted
also that in the first of these two scenes the Nurse's
baseness serves as an excellent foil to Juliet's fidelity,
and so is of great value to the younger player.
The Nurse is seen at her most amiable when she
carries Juliet's message to Romeo [32]. In this scene
her facetiousness and her garrulousness are amusing
without any unpleasant undercurrent, and she appears